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Spotlight Country: United Kingdom
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The United Kingdom (U.K.) is composed of four countries: England, Scotland, Wales, and
Northern Ireland, all of which (with the exception of England, where the central government
resides) have devolved governments. It has a land area roughly the size of Oregon and a
population of around 65 million people, 84% of whom live in England, 8% in Scotland, 5% in Wales,
and 3% in Northern Ireland; it is the 22nd most-populous country in the world, and roughly 84% of
citizens of the U.K. live in an urban area. The majority language throughout the U.K. is English.
The economic relationship between the U.S. and U.K. is robust. The United Kingdom is the largest
market in the world for U.S. service exports, and the largest in Europe and 5th largest in the world
for U.S. goods exports. Currently there are relatively few trade barriers, and 43,000 U.S.
companies exported goods and services with a total value of around $140.8 billion in 2018. With no
language barrier, England is the top location in Europe for U.S. regional headquarters targeting
Europe, the Middle East, or Africa, with more than 7,500 U.S. companies housing regional offices
there.
The UK is the number one overseas market for travel to the United States, with four to five million
UK travelers visiting the United States each year. British travelers are estimated to contribute over
$12 billion to the American economy annually.
The U.K. economy grew by 1.4% in 2018, a modest deceleration from previous years, reflecting
uncertainty caused by the Brexit vote and what it will mean for the U.K.'s economic future in the
region. Some observers expect the economy to weaken slightly in 2019 if a no deal Brexit takes
place, as consumer confidence could be suppressed by factors such as rising inflation and
potential currency fluctuations. However, an end to Brexit negotiations will create greater certainty
in the relationship between the U.K. and the E.U. and may enable companies to work in the U.K.
with more confidence.
Leading Sectors for U.S. Exports to the U.K.: Aerospace Products, Agricultural Products, Cyber
Security, Medical Equipment, New Build Civil Nuclear, certain consumer goods (such as Pet
Products), Smart Grids, Sustainable Construction, and Travel & Tourism.
Leading Sectors for U.S. Exports in the United Kingdom: Aviation, defense, energy, food
products, healthcare, ICT, infrastructure.
Read more about doing business in the United Kingdom by visiting the extensive Country
Commercial Guide or one-page Fact Sheet.
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Featured Events
Discover Business Opportunities in the Indo-Pacific Region.
Learn about doing business in the lucrative Asian markets of
Japan, South Korea, and Thailand. Meet with U.S.
Commercial Service Officers right here in Maryland.

Monday, November 4th 9:00AM - 2:00PM
Howard County Economic Development Authority
6751 Columbia Gateway Drive Columbia, MD 21046

Agenda
9:00 am - Registration and networking breakfast
9:30 am - Country briefings
11:30 am - Networking lunch
12:00 pm - Pre-scheduled one on one appointments with Commercial Officers
2:00 pm - Program conclusion

Event is open to all DC & Virginia firms!
Advanced registration required by Wednesday, October 30, 2019.
After registration please contact Jolanta Coffey via email to request
one on one appointments with Commercial
Officers. Jolanta.Coffey@trade.gov

Japan
· U.S. exports to Japan reached $121.1 billion (2018).
· 3rd largest economy in the world after the U.S. & China.
· 4th largest importer of U.S. products.
· Provides strong protections for intellectual & real property rights.
· Top export sectors: Agriculture, Aircraft/Related Parts, and
Cloud Computing.
Learn more about the Japanese market.
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Korea
· Korea is a promising market for U.S. Exporters.
· GDP over $2 trillion (3rd in East Asia/11th worldwide).
· Trade valued at 90% GDP.
· Expansion hub to other markets in ASEAN and the Middle East.
· Top export sectors: Aerospace, Agriculture, Cyber Security, and
Cosmetics.
Learn more about the South Korean market.

Thailand
· U.S. exports of goods to Thailand valued at $12.6 billion (2018).
· 9th largest export destination for U.S. companies.
· Infrastructure spending a priority for the Government of Thailand.
· Top export sectors: Aerospace & Defense Equipment,
Construction & Transportation Equipment, and Medical Devices &
Healthcare Products.
Learn more about the Thai market.

Trade Winds 2020

The largest annual U.S Department of Commerce-led Trade Mission is headed to Hong Kong and
the Indo-Pacific April 20-27, 2020.
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Sign up to receive e-mail updates so you'll be the first to know when registration opens September
3, bookmark our event page to keep checking back for additional updates, and
contact TradeWinds@trade.gov for more information about the 2020 program.
What to know more about the Trade Winds Experience? See highlights from last year's program:

U.S. Commercial Service & Partner Trade Events
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For more information contact: Pompeya.Lambrecht@trade.gov | 703.235.0102

Worried about overseas buyer nonpayment? Want to
increase your export sales? Visit our office on Thursday,
November 21st at 10:00 am!
Are you interested in learning how the U.S. Commercial Service
(USCS) of the Department of Commerce can assist you to pursue
international sales? Need help with overseas buyer financing or
accessing additional credit? The U.S. Commercial Service
(USCS), The Export-Import Bank of the U.S. (EXIM) and the
Small Business Administration (SBA) have programs designed to
take the worry out of exporting.
The USCS can help you identify your top overseas markets and
find qualified buyers or business partners overseas. With EXIM’s export credit insurance you are
protected from the commercial and political risks that the private sector is unable or unwilling to
accept, and the working capital loan guarantee program provides the cash you need to fulfill
international orders. With SBA financial assistance programs, you can meet key financing needs,
including debt financing, surety bonds, and equity financing. Working with these three U.S.
government agencies will give you a competitive edge to win more international sales.
Sandra Collazo from the U.S. Commercial Service, Elizabeth Thomas from EXIM and William
Houck from SBA, will be at the Commercial Service office in Rosslyn to meet with Virginia and
Washington, DC exporters.
Thursday, November 21st – 10:00am to 11:00am - Group presentation: “Overview of Commercial
Service, EXIM and SBA” (for new-to-export firms)
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To RSVP for the November group presentation or if you are an experience exporter and wish to
schedule a separate one-on-one meeting to discuss in-depth trade assistance, please contact
Sandra Collazo: Sandra.Collazo@trade.gov
Address: U.S. Commercial Service Northern Virginia and Washington, D.C. office 1501 Wilson
Blvd. (entrance to building on N. Oak St.) Suite 1225, Arlington, VA 22209

2020 SelectUSA Investment Summit

The 2019 Investment Summit was an incredible success; it brought together 3,100+ business
leaders and economic development officials from 79 global markets and 49 U.S. states and
territories. More than 3,200 matchmaking meetings were confirmed, three new investment
announcements were made that will create 135 jobs, and 65+ global companies joined Secretary
Wilbur Ross and White House Advisor Ivanka Trump to sign the Pledge to America's Workers.
The 2020 SelectUSA Investment Summit will build on the success of this year's event, including a
return of the SelectUSA Tech program, Industry Row, and the dynamic mobile networking app.
Topics ranging from infrastructure to workforce development will once again feature prominent
industry experts and government officials.
The SelectUSA Investment Summit promotes the United States as the world’s premier investment
destination and connects qualified foreign firms with U.S. economic development organizations
(EDOs) to facilitate business investment and job creation.
In short: You don't want to miss it.
Registration will be open later this year. See what was covered at the 2019 Summit here.

Blogs
The Intersection of Manufacturing & FDI: Job Creation
Earlier this year, SelectUSA released a report titled Reinvesting in
the USA: A Case Study of Reshoring and Expanding in the United
States. It profiled six examples of U.S.-based businesses that
chose to reshore or expand operations in the United States rather
than abroad. Each of these companies had a positive impact on
the U.S. workers they employed and the communities surrounding
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them – the kind of real-world details about manufacturing that can
often get lost in macroeconomic analysis.

Re-selecting the USA
Earlier this year, SelectUSA released a report titled Reinvesting in the USA: A Case Study of
Reshoring and Expanding in the United States. It profiled six examples of U.S.-based businesses
that chose to reshore or expand operations in the United States rather than abroad. Each of these
companies had a positive impact on the U.S. workers they employed and the communities
surrounding them – the kind of real-world details about manufacturing that can often get lost in
macroeconomic analysis.
Where is manufacturing FDI going in the United States?
FDI in the manufacturing industry supports jobs in all U.S. states, territories, and the District of
Columbia. Not surprisingly, the states with the highest levels of employment supported by
manufacturing FDI are some of the most populous in the nation: California (where approximately
200,000 FDI manufacturing jobs are supported – the highest tot
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